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The Panel is proposing to record the Main Hearing.  Any party opposing the recording of the Main Hearing 
must advise the Panel by 12 noon on Friday, 8 March 2024. 

Site inspection 

The Panel directed the Proponent to make arrangements for an accompanied site inspection to be 
undertaken on a day between 6 and 12 March 2024.  The Panel will circulate information on the site 
inspection once details are confirmed by the Proponent. 

Submission from LaTrobe City Council 

The Department of Transport and Planning confirmed Submission S297 from LaTrobe City Council was 
withdrawn and is not referred to the Panel. 

If you have questions, please contact  Planning Panels 
Victoria on planning.panels@delwp.vic.gov.au. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
ALISON MCFARLANE 
Panel Chair 
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Refining the issues 

 Objecting parties must file the details of their grounds of objection by 12 noon on Monday, 26 
February 2024. 

Note 
Objecting parties should provide brief details of their grounds for objecting to the application that is the subject of 
the Hearing (PA2001065-1 – Delburn Terminal Station).  Application documents are available in the Document 
Hub. 
Planning Permit Applications PA2001063-1, PA2001064-1 and PA2001066-1 relating to the Delburn Wind Farm 
have not been referred to the Panel. 

Expert witness details and reports 

 If not already provided, full details of all expert witnesses must be filed by 12 noon on Wednesday, 28 
February 2024. 

 The Proponent must file its expert witness reports by 12 noon on Wednesday, 6 March 2024. 

 An expert witness report must: 
 comply with the PPV Practice Note 1 - Expert Evidence (Expert witnesses 

(planningpanels.vic.gov.au)) 
 not refer to any individual submitter by name – if necessary, individual submitters should be 

referred to by submission number.  Community groups, organisations, corporations and 
government agencies can be referred to by name. 

At the Hearing 
Presenting material 

 Submissions, presentations and other material presented to the Panel by all parties: 
 must be presented electronically 
 must be filed by 12 noon on the business day before the material is to be presented 
 should relate to the matters before the Panel 
 must include a summary of fewer than 5 pages if the material is more than 40 pages. 

Proponent main submission 

 The Proponent must address the following issues in its main submission or through evidence: 
 its response to submissions and evidence 
 its final position on the application. 

Other party submissions 

 A party who objects to the proposal must say how the proposal impacts them or how the proposal is 
inconsistent with the relevant Planning Scheme, or both. 

 A party who intends to supplement their original written submission but not present at the Hearing 
must file their supplementary written submission by 12 noon on Wednesday, 13 March 2024. 

Note 
For information on how to prepare and present material at a Hearing, refer to the PPV Website. 

Evidence and cross examination 

 Unless agreed by the Chair, evidence-in-chief should be no longer than 30 minutes. 

 An expert witness may present a summary of their evidence at the Hearing, but it must: 
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 not include new evidence 
 be filed by 12 noon the business day before that witness is scheduled to appear. 

 If giving evidence online, an expert witness must: 
 be alone in the room from which they give evidence and not make or receive any communication 

with another person while giving evidence except with permission from the Panel 
 inform the Panel immediately should another person enter the room from which they are giving 

evidence 
 not discuss their evidence with any other person during breaks in evidence when under cross 

examination 
 not have before them any document, other than their expert witness report and relevant 

supporting documents. 

 A party, advocate and the Panel may question an expert witness. 

 If cross examining an expert witness, a party must: 
 be present for the whole of the expert witness giving their evidence 
 ask clear and relevant questions, directed to matters of fact or professional opinion, that 

genuinely assist the Panel in understanding the issues 
 allow the expert witness time to explain their answer. 

Notes 
The Chair will regulate cross examination.  During the Hearing, the Chair may ask you how much time you will 
need for cross examining each witness, and will ask you to keep to your estimate.  You should aim to complete 
your cross examination as concisely as possible. 
Cross examination time may be limited. 
You may be asked to move on to another topic if the line of questioning is not useful to the Panel. 
Things to avoid when cross examining include: 
- making a submission or providing your opinion 
- giving extensive comment or context as an introduction to your question 
- asking questions that are unrelated to the evidence 
- arguing with the witness 
- commenting on the expert or the evidence 
- asking questions that have already been asked by another party. 
If you do not support the evidence or basis on which it was prepared, or consider the evidence should not be 
given weight, detail your reasons in your submission rather than raising these issues in cross examination. 
If you are not experienced in cross examination, you are encouraged to write your questions down to ensure they 
are succinct, structured into themes and able to be asked without long explanations of the context. 
For information on how to cross examine, refer to the PPV Website. 

Closing submission 
 The Proponent will be provided time to present a Part C (closing) submission.  The Part C (closing) 

submissions: 
 must not raise new matters 
 may respond to matters raised in other parties’ submissions or evidence. 

Recording Hearing, privacy and use of personal information 
 The Hearing will be audio recorded by Planning Panels Victoria.  The hearing recording: 

 will be available for parties to access in the Document Hub (link provided in the attached Hearing 
Timetable) 
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 must be used solely for the purpose of this Hearing 
 must not be republished or further distributed without written permission from the Chair. 

 A party must not record any part of a Hearing by any means without permission from the Chair. 

 A party must not record, keep, distribute or publish contact details of any other party obtained during 
the Panel process, or use those contact details for any other purpose. 

Note 
After the Panel has reported to the Minister for Planning, public access to the Document Hub will be disabled. 
For more information on how your personal information will be used, refer to the Privacy Collection Notice. 
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Hearing Timetable Notes: 
1. Please be present or online at least 15 minutes before your scheduled start time. 
2. The Panel may amend a Party’s start time without notice.  However you will be contacted in advance if 

you are to be rescheduled to a different day. 
3. Time will be made for morning and afternoon breaks each day.  Break times will be taken at appropriate 

points in the proceedings, and break times in the timetable are indicative only. 
4. Getting to the Hearing venue – Planning Panels Victoria (corner Spring and Flinders Streets) is on the 75 

and City Circle tram lines and a short walk from the Collins Street trams 109, 11, 12 and 48.  It is also a 
short walk from Parliament Train Station.  

5. If you have any questions about the timetable or are unable to present at your scheduled time, please 
contact Georgia Brodrick on 03 8508 0888 or Planning Panels Victoria on 
planning.panels@delwp.vic.gov.au.  
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Requesting copies 

If you would like a copy of any submissions or material collected by the Panel, or a copy of any recording the 
Panel makes of the Hearing, make a request to PPV by email at planning.panels@delwp.vic.gov.au before 
the Panel submits its report.  If the Panel has reported, you should submit your request to the DTP Freedom 
of Information and Privacy Unit at foi.unit@transport.vic.gov.au   

If you have any concerns about how your submission will be used, please contact Planning Panels Victoria 
on (03) 8624 5719. 




