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The Western Renewobles Link lnquiry ond Advisory Committee (lAC) is oppointed to inquire into, ond report

on, the proposed Western Renewobles Link (thg project) ond its environmentol effects in occordonce with

these terms of reference.

The IAC is oppointed pursuont to:

. section 9(1) of the Environment Effects Act 1978 (EE Act) os on inquiry; ond

r port 7, section 151(1) of the Plonning ond Environment Act 7987 (P&E Act) os on odvisory committee, to
consider the droft plonning scheme omendment (PSA) GC2O9.

Nqme
1. The IAC is to be known os the'Western Renewobles Link IAC'.

Skills
2. The IAC should consist of members with expertise in:

o. electricol tronsmission infrostructure ond engineering;
b. lond use (including ogriculture, socio-economic ond bushfire) ond sociol effects;

c. biodiversity ond ecology; ond
d. stotutory plonning.

3. The IAC will comprise on oppointed Choir (lAC Choir), o Deputy Choir ond other oppropriotely quolified

members.

Purpose of the IAC

4. The IAC is oppointed by the Minister for Plonning (the Minister) under section 9(1) of the EE Act to hold

on inquiry into ond report on the environmentol effects of the project. The IAC is to:

o. review ond consider the environment effects stotement (EES), the other exhibited documents ond

submissions received in relotion to the project, with o focus on motters where there is potentiol for
significont environmentol effects, in porticulor for biodiversity ond ecology, Aboriginol ond historic

culturol heritoge volues, londscope ond visuolvolues, lond use ond the community;
b. consider ond report on the significonce ond occeptobility of likely environmentol effects of the

project, hoving regord to relevont policy ond legislotion ond relevont evoluotion objectives in the
EES scoping requirements;

c. consider ond report on potentiol significont impocts on relevont motters of notionol
environmentol significonce protected under the Environment Protection ond BiodÌversitY

Conservotion Act 7999 (Cth) (EPBC Act), including the significonce ond occeptobility of residuol

impocts;
d. identify ony odditionol mitigotion meosures ond/or project modificotions beyond those identified

in the EES the IAC considers necessory ond effective to ovoid, mitigote or monoge the significont
environmentol effects of the project consistent with relevont policy ond legislotion; ond

e. qdvise on how these modificotions ond meosures should be implemented through the necessory

opprovols ond consents for the project.
5. The IAC is olso oppointed qs on odvisory committee under section 151(1) of the P&E Act to:
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o. review droft PSA GC2O9, which hos been prepored to opply o Specific Controls Overloy (SCO) ond

estoblish plonning opprovol for the project under on incorporoted document;
b. consider issues roised in public submissions received in relotion to the droft PSA; ond
c. recommend ony chonges to the droft PSA thqt it considers necessory.

6. The IAC must produce o report of its findings ond recommendotions to the Minister on the
environmentol effects ond droft PSA, to inform:
o. the Minister's ossessment under the EE Act, which will be considered by stotutory decision mokers

for the project;
b. the Minister's considerotion of the drqft PSA under the P&E Act in due course.

Bockground

Project outline
7. Western Renewobles Link comprises the development of high voltoge tronsmission infrostructure to

link the Western Renewoble Energy Zone to the Victorion trqnsmission grid. The project wos identified
through o regulotory investment test for tronsmission (RlT-T) process undertoken by the Austrolion
Energy Morket Operotor (AEMO) in its copocity os Victorio's tronsmission network plonner.

8. The proponent's preferred configurotion for the project, os described in the EES, comprises the
development of overheod high voltoge tronsmission lines thot will corry electricity from Bulgono in
western Victorio to Sydenhom in Melbourne's north-west. The new tronsmission lines will operote ot
SOOkV end to end. The totol length of the project is opproximotely 19Okm.

9. The project's proponent is AusNet Tronsmission Group Pty Ltd (AusNet), which is responsible for
preporing technicol studies, consulting with the public ond stokeholders ond preporing on EES ond
droft PSA.

EES qssessment process

10. ln response to o referrol under the EE Act from the proponent the then Minister for Plonning
determined on 4 Augusl2O2O thot on EES wos required for the project ond issued his decision with
procedures ond requirements for the preporotion of the EES.

11. On 11 Augu st2023 o new referrol wos occepted for the project which does not encomposs construction
of o new terminol stotion north of the existing Sydenhom Terminol Stotion. ln response to this new

referrol, the Minister for Plonning determined on 22 August 2023 thot on EES wos required for the
updoted project ond issued her decision with procedures ond requirements for the preporotion of the
EES os specified in Attochment 1.

12. The EES wos prepored by the proponent in response to the updoted finol EES scoping requirements
issued by the Minister for Plonning in November 2023.

13. The EES (including the droft PSA) will be ploced on public exhibition for forty (4o) business doys' The
public comment process is in occordonce with the procedures ond requirements issued for this EES by

the Minister. AusNet is responsible for public notice of EES exhibition.

Gommonweolth qssessment process

14. Becouse of its likely significont impocts on motters of notionol environmentol significonce, the project
wos determined to be o controlled oction requiring ossessment ond opprovol under the EPBC Act on 2

September 2O2O. The relevont controlling provisions under the EPBC Act ore listed threotened species
ond communities (sections 18 & 184).

15. Under the EPBC Act biloterol ogreement between the Austrolion ond Victorion governments, the
Victorion EES process is serving qs the occredited ossessment process to oddress EPBC Act
qssessment requirements for this project. The ossessment of environmentol effects to be mode by the
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Victorion Minister for Plonning will be provided to the Commonweolth Minister for Environment ond
Woter to inform the opprovol decision under the EPBC Act.

Plonning qpprovol process

16. The tAC is to consider ond provide odvice on droft PSA GC2O9 which proposes plonning controls ond
provisions thot will ollow for, ond focilitote, the use ond development of the project. The PSA is

proposed to opply o SCO to lond olong the tronsmission olignment within the Northern Grompions,

Pyrenees, Bollorot, Hepburn, Moorobool ond Melton Plonning Schemes. The incorporqted document
will regulote the use ond development of project infrostructure including utility instollotions, q new

terminol stotion, upgrodes of existing terminol stotions ond new trqnsmission line infrostructure ond
ossocioted oncil lo ry purposes.

Other opprovols
17. The project will require other stotutory opprovols ond/or consents, os outlined in the EES, which is

expected to include the following:
o. opproved culturol heritoge monqgement plons under the Aboriginol Heritoge Act 2006;

b. o permit to remove listed floro ond founo under the Floro ond Founo Guorontee Act 1988;

c. on oversize overmoss permit for the tronsport of moteriols on Victorion roods under the Heovy
Vehicle Notionol Løw ApplÌcotion Act 2O13;

d. o permit to instoll ond/or mointoin electricity lines in proximity to lond or odjocent to roil

infrostructure under the Roil Monøgement Act 1996;

e. consents or ogreements for works undertqken in o rood under the Rood Monogement Act 2OO4;

f . consent to disturb o site listed on the Victorion Heritoge Register (VHR) or the Victorion Heritoge

lnventory (VHl) or on orchoeologicol site not listed underthe Heritoge Act 2017;

S. opprovols for works in woterwqys under the Woter Act 1989; ond
h. on outhority to toke or disturb wildlife under the Wildlife Act 1975.

Process

Stoge I - Submissions

18. Submissions on the EES ond droft PSA ore to be provided in writing on or before the close of

submissions.
19. Submissions will be collected by the office of Plonning Ponels Victorio (PPV) through the Engoge

Victorio plotform. All submissions must stote the nome ond oddress of the person moking the
submission. Submissions will be collected ond monoged in occordonce with the privocy guidonce on

the PPV website.
20. Petition responses will be treoted os o single submission ond only the first nomes from o petition

submission will be registered ond contocted.
21. Pro-formo submitters will be registered ond contocted individuolly if they provide their contqct detoils.

However, the IAC should encouroge pro-formo submitters who wont to be heord ot the heoring to
present os o group, given their submissions roise the some issues.

22. All written submissions ond other supporting documentqtion or evidence received through the course

of the tAC process will be published online, unless the IAC specificolly directs thot the submission or
other moteriol, or port of it, is to remoin confidentiol. Requests for submissions or other moteriol to be

kept confidentiol must be cleorly stoted in writing to the IAC through PPV, consistent with the process

outlined in the IAC's Privocy Collection Stotement. The IAC will review these ond bose its decision to
mointoin confidentiolly on whether it would be foir to the proponent ond other porties to the heoring. lt
is common proctice thot confidentiol submissions must be shored with the proponent to ensure issues
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roised con be oppropriotely considered ond deqlt with. ln these instonces, confidentiol submissions will
be ollocoted o submission number but will not be mode publicly ovoiloble or only published in port
depending on the IAC's decision.

23. PPV must provide electronic copies of eoch submission on the EES ond droft PSA to the proponent,

Deportment of Tronsport ond Plonning (DTP) (lmpoct Assessment ond lnfrostructure Assessment),

Northern Grompions Shire, Pyrenees Shire, Bollorot Shire, Hepburn Shire, Moorobool Shire, City'of
Melton, Borengi Godjin Lond CouncilAboriginol Corporotion, Eostern MoorAboriginolCorporotion, Djo

Djo Wurrung Clons Aboriginol Corporotion, Wodowurrung Troditionol Owners Aboriginol Corporotion,
Wurundjeri Woi-Wurrung Culturol Heritoge Aboriginol Corporotion ond First Peoples - Stote Relotions.

24. PPV must retoin ony written submissions ond other documentotion provided to the IAC for o period of
five yeors ofler the time of the IAC's oppointment.

Stoge2-Publicheoring
25. The IAC must hold o public heoring ond moy moke other such enquiries os ore relevont to undertoking

its role, consistent with these terms of reference.
26. Prior to the commencement of the public heoring, the IAC must hold o directions heoring to moke

directions it considers necessory or oppropriote os to the conduct, scope or scheduling of the public
heoring.

27. When it conducts o public heoring, the IAC hos oll the powers of on odvisory committee thot ore
specified in section 152(Ð of the P&E Act.

28. The IAC moy inform itself in ony woy it sees fit, but must review ond consider:
o. the exhibited EES ond droft PSA;

b. oll submissions ond evidence provided to the IAC by the proponent, stote ogencies, locol councils
ond submitters;

c. the views (if known) of Troditionol Owners ond Registered Aboriginol Porties;
d. ony informotion provided by the proponent ond porties thot respond to submissions or directions

of the IAC; ond
e. ony other relevont informotion thot is provided to, or obtoined by, the lAC.

29. The IAC must conduct its process in occordonce with the following principles:
o. the public heoring will be conducted in on open, orderly ond equitoble monner, in occordonce

with the principles of noturoljustice;
b. the public heoring will be conducted with o minimum of formolity qnd without legol

representotion being necessory for porties to be effective porticiponts; ond
c. the IAC process ond heoring itself is to be explorotory ond constructive, with odversoriol

behoviour discouroged ond with cross-exominotion/questioning to be reguloted by the IAC in the
context of these three principles.

30. The IAC moy limit the time of porties oppeoring before it.
31. The IAC moy direct thot o submission or evidence is confidentiol in noture ond the heoring be closed to

the public for the purposes of receiving thot submission or evidence.
32. The IAC moy conduct o public heoring when there is o quorum of ot leost two of its members present

or porticipoting through electronic meons, one of whom must be on IAC Choir or Deputy Choir.
33. lf directed by the lAC, on oudio recording of the heoring must be procured by the proponent. lf

recorded, the oudio recording will be provided to PPV os o weblink ond would be mode publicly
ovoiloble os soon os procticoble ofter the conclusion of eoch doy of the heoring, or otherwise os

directed by the lAC.

34. Any other recording of the heoring by ony other person or orgonisotion moy only occur with the prior
consent of, ond strictly in occordonce with, the directions of the lAC.
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Stoge 3 - RepoÉ

35. The IAC must produce q written report for the Minister for Plonning contoining its:

o. onolysis ond conclusions with respect to the environmentol effects of the project ond their
significonce ond occeptobil ity;

b. findings on whether occeptoble environmentol outcomes con be ochieved, hoving regord to
legislotion, policy, best proctice, ond the principles ond objectives of ecologicolly sustoinoble
development;

c. recommendotions ond/or specific meosures thot it considers necessory ond oppropriote to
prevent, mitigote or offset odverse significont environmentol effects;

d. recommendotions reloting to the project olternotives considered through the EES ond ony
feosible modificotions to the design or monogement of the project thot would offer improved
environmentol outcomes, porticulorly in relotion to reducing/mitigoting significont environmentol
effects;

e. recommendotions for ony oppropriote conditions thot moy be lowfully imposed on ony opprovol
for the project, including with respect to the structure or content of the droft PSA;

f. recommendotions os to the structure ond content of the proposed environmentol monogement
fromework, including with respect to monitoring of environmentol effects ond contingency plons;

g. specific findings ond recommendotions obout the predicted impocts on motters of notionol
environmentol significonce ond their occeptobility, including oppropriote controls ond
envi ronmentoI monogement.

36. The report should include:
o. informotion ond onolysis in support of the IAC's findings ond recommendotions;
b. o list of oll recommendotions, including cross-references to relevont discussions in the report;

c. o description of the public heoring conducted by the lAC, ond o list of those persons consulted
with or heord;

d. o list of oll submitters in response to the exhibited EES ond droft PSA; ond
e. o list of the documents tobled during the proceedings.

Timing

37. The IAC should hold o directions heoring no loter thon 2O business doys from the finol dote of the
exhibition period.

38. The IAC should commence the heoring no loter thon 50 business doys from the finol dote of the
exhibition period.

39. The IAC must submit its report in writing to the Minister within 40 business doys from its lost doy of its
proceedings.

40. The DTP's lmpoct Assessment must lioise with PPV to ogree on the directions heoring ond heoring

dotes.

Minister's qssessment

41. The Minister for Plonning will moke on ossessment of the environmentol effects of the project ofter
considering the IAC's report os well os the EES, submissions ond ony other relevont motters.

42. PPV will notify submitters of the releose of the Minister's ossessment ond IAC report.

Fee

43. The fees for the members of the IAC will be set ot the current rote for o ponel oppointed under port 8 of

the P&E Act.
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44. All costs of the lAC, including the costs of obtoining ony expert odvice, technicol odministrotion ond

legol supporL, venue hire, occommodotion, recording proceedings ond other costs must be met by the
proponent.

Miscellqneous

45. The IAC moy opply to the Minister for Plonning (or their delegote) to vory these terms of reference in

writing, ot ony time prior to submission of its report. This includes to seek voriotion to the required

heoring or reporting timefromes, providing there ore speciol circumstonces thot necessitote o longer

timefrome.
46. The IAC moy retoin speciolist expert odvice, odditionol technicol support ond/or legol counsel to ossist

if considered necessory.
47. PPV is to provide ony necessory odministrqtive supporl to the lAC. The proponent is to provide ony

necessory odministrotive or technicol support to the IAC in relotion to the conduct of the heoring.

Sonyo Kilkenny MP
Ministerfor Plonning
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The following informotion does not form port the Terms of Reference.

Project Monogement

48. For motters regording the IAC process, pleose contoct Plonning Ponels Victorio, by phone (O3) 5381

9457 or emo i I Plo nn ing.Po nels@tro nsport.vic.gov.ou.
49. For motters regording the EES process, pleose contoct the lmpoct Assessment Unit in DTP by phone

(O3) 8572 7980 or emoil environment.ossessment@tronsport.vic.gov.ou.
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